
State of the NFP Sector 

in Ontario 

March 14, 2015 

for PACE 

Heather Laird 
Co-Chair - Connect the Sector 

Policy Lead - Ontario Nonprofit Network 

Fellow, Social Innovation Graduate Program - University of Waterloo 

 



The Big Picture 



Size & Scope: People, Places 

Graphic Source: Ontario Nonprofit Network 



Size & Scope: Time, Money 

Graphic Source: Ontario Nonprofit Network 



Size & Scope: Organizations 

Data Source: Ontario Nonprofit Network; Photo Source: Walter Baxter 

55,000 

½ All Volunteer  



Roles of the Sector 
 

Representation 

Citizen engagement 
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Advocacy 

Mediation 

Service delivery 

     

Source: http://www3.carleton.ca/casr/Defining.pdf;Reed & Howe (1999), Susan Phillips (1995) 
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Roles of the Sector 
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Advocacy 

Adapted from: Mwarigha Muliwa 



WHY the NFP Sector? 



WHY the NFP Sector? 

OrganizERS… can use OrganizaTIONS 



The State of the Sector 

Trends & Issues 

 Defining Success: Data & Evaluation 

 Regulation & Legislation  

 Innovation & Advocacy 

 Working People 

 Changing Ideas about $$$ 

 Assets for All of Us 

 



The State of the Sector 

Defining Success: Data & Evaluation 
 

  



The State of the Sector 

Regulation & Legislation  

  
Ontario Not-for-profit Corporations Act 

Canadian Anti-Spam Legislation 

Police Record Checks 

Hybrid Legislation 

Accessibility Directorate 
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The State of the Sector 

Innovation & Advocacy 

   



The State of the Sector 

Working People 

  



The State of the Sector 

Changing Ideas about $$$ 

  



The State of the Sector 

Assets for All of Us 



Thank You! 


